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The Puzzle: What is a vital community?

We asked Sharyn Rowen to describe a vital community and she depicts it as a jigsaw puzzle, needing all its parts in order to become a complete picture. 

Sharyn lives in the Stanthorpe community.

What is a vital community?
Perhaps it’s like a completed jigsaw puzzle.
It doesn’t matter where you start, it’s connecting the pieces that’s crucial.
Each piece of the puzzle has a purpose.
Each piece of the puzzle interlocks with the pieces around it.
Each piece is as significant as the other pieces.
No one piece is more important than any other piece.
Without each piece the picture won’t be whole.
Take away a piece and the puzzle won’t be solved.
If one piece is lost an accurate picture will never be achieved.
Each piece looks different, however, it fits.
Each piece has a valued role to play.

Together, all pieces strengthen the whole picture.
Only when all the pieces connect do we get a true picture.
A vital community is more than the feeling of being a valued member 

of the community – a vital  community is a community where you are a

quintessential part of your community.
