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The best use of money – can it sometimes get in the way?

Mike Duggan

In the recent State Budget there was a considerable injection of money into the disability sector.  For many individuals these monies are certainly much needed.  However, I need to emphasise here that receiving financial support is not often the panacea that will best serve to assist people with disabilities interact with life.  We need to put money in perspective.  

This is certainly not saying that paid support hasn’t a role to play.  On the contrary. Paid supports can provide one with the autonomy over one’s life – the independence and where-with-all to be able to get on with life. But it is the experience of some people with disabilities that receiving monies, and thus paid support, can ultimately be a hindrance to people establishing freely given relationships.

We must support all individuals as they develop their capacity to live, learn, work and participate in all aspects of living in the community.  This can only be achieved through a delicate balance of both paid and unpaid supports.  Similarly, we must encourage the community to develop its capacity to welcome and support people who have not always had the same opportunities as others to participate in community life in meaningful, productive ways.

Often people simply need social or attitudinal barriers dismantled to enable them to make their way in the community. In both direct and indirect ways, supporting people to contribute and participate makes good economic sense, and produces communities that are vibrant and strong.  This is not only the right thing to do, it also makes the most sense.

We are then ‘called’, not to refer to ourselves by the labels that are used to categorize and therefore ‘separate’ people from their dreams, but to take a different approach. Such an approach declares and upholds the vision of all people to be included and to support the goal we strive to achieve: a community that is welcoming and supportive of all.

We must learn that just throwing money at something doesn’t necessarily make it disappear or improve the situation; in fact it could make things worse.  We must use money wisely.  We must impose the necessary appropriate safeguards as rigorous filters.  We must be wise about what is best for individuals, and do just that.  We must never let money get in the way.

