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Mike Duggan

The philosopher Kant said that all objects are means to ends, but humans, that is all humans, are ends in themselves and, as such, are entitled to unconditional respect - all human beings. Kant rejected all forms of racism, discrimination and exclusion.  He once said that whenever he noticed outstanding moral behaviour on the part of servants, he stopped to pay a silent tribute and would have bowed openly if prevailing customs had allowed him to.

For me, this is what our work together is all about: the advancement of treating humanity with unconditional love and respect. This especially includes those of us who have been labelled as having a disability.  In this day and age, I feel this unconditional love and respect is vital, perhaps more than ever before.  The age of individualism, the body beautiful and unit productivity have certainly overtaken us with a vengeance.  This occurrence is to the utter detriment of people with disabilities.  This is precisely why we need to be counter-cultural when we think of how best we can assist people with disabilities to live fulfilling, satisfying and included lives.  

At CRU we are sustained by the realisation that there aren’t many “right answers” to be had at the moment.  Certainly, our history and historical successes, while a guide to our values, do not contain a change agent’s Rosetta stone that can unlock success for the current generation of workers and committee.  Sometimes having to juggle multiple agendas and needs at a time when clear direction and strategy are not easy to come by can be very challenging, even stressful, for both staff and committee. What sustains us when we are confused about the right thing to do is a deep sense of goodwill, a willingness to engage in honest dialogue, to talk openly and honestly about the tough stuff and to focus on the quality of our relationships with each other.

In many ways the current context presents greater challenges and opportunities for people of goodwill to make a difference. I am prepared to continue to “Be Excited”...if you are.
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