FROM THE PRESIDENT
What are we here for and how do we stay true to that? This is probably the most fundamental question of life. Each and every one of us would have asked this question of ourselves, reassessing life constantly as we travel along its highways and byways. Each time we attempt to address such a rudimentary, yet complex concept, we are also questioning the why and the how of the way we live our lives.

How do we stay clear about what is essential and who is at the centre of what we do and how we live our lives? I propose that love is the indispensable ingredient in all of the questioning about life, faith and hope. Central to this quest is being able to love ourselves humbly. Once we are able to love in this way, we can then love each other humbly. Words such as these make us feel uncomfortable. Dominant societal values also work against this: stringent individualism is certainly not encouraging of our opening ourselves up to others. It is certainly not until we are able open ourselves up to others, making ourselves vulnerable to others, that we will find the central core and meaning in life. 

I firmly believe it is imperative that we acknowledge to which faith we are referring. For me, I am only able to refer to a faith that espouses the unique worth and sanctity of each and all persons, no matter what. We must keep the faith – we must stay faithful to our calling in life. When we do this, and not until that moment, will we find hope erupting in our hearts.

Mike Duggan

