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About the Workshop

Community Linking
Presented by Ric Thompson and Neil Barringham 
Since 1986 both Commonwealth and State Government Disability Service’s Acts and associated policies have captured a vision of building both relevant and supportive communities around the lives of individuals with a disability (and their families).

 Have we been successful in our pursuit of successful community linking? What does successful “community linking” look like?  Who has gained from these community linking initiatives? Who hasn’t? What would it take to “value add” to our present community linking principles and practice? What else do we need to consider to turn legislation into action?

Interested?

CRU (in partnership with ‘A Place to Belong’ and ‘Inclusion Works’) invites you to be part of this exciting state-wide workshop series where participants will explore what community linking is, why it is important, why it is necessary to see community in new ways and how Human Service workers in partnership with the wider community can actually make “community linking” happen.

Through your participation in this workshop you will:

· Gain a greater and more insightful understanding of what community linking is and equally important what it isn’t.

· Have a more in-depth understanding of what community may comprise of and how these characteristics and qualities can be the foundation of successful community linking.

· Be introduced to different “models” of service in the area of community linking and how these models function both at the philosophical and practical levels.

· Consider in depth the reality of the work and the complexities and fragilities that surround it on a daily basis and how one may respond to such dilemmas.

· Identify and consider the importance of “safeguarding” good work.

· Be offered the opportunity to connect the day’s learnings and experiences with your future commitments and actions.

Still interested? We are!

Who is the Workshop For?

This workshop will be highly relevant to those who stand alongside people with disabilities and their families, who are seeking to maximise the potential for community connection. It has been developed as part of the Disability Services Queensland (DSQ), Strengthening Non-Government Organisations – Workforce Development Initiative.*  The workshop is free for all non-government organisations, funded by DSQ – including workers, managers, committee members and volunteers.

*The Strengthening Non-Government Organisation – Workforce Development is one of a number of initiatives designed to deliver on Disability Services Queensland’s (DSQ’s) strategic objective of strengthening service delivery through enhancing the capacity of non-government organisations (NGOs). 

About the Presenters

Ric Thompson is more than half a century old. During this period Ric has worked extensively within the private and  non-government sectors, Local, State and Commonwealth Governments. Ric’s focus during this period has been primarily directed towards looking at how communities can both welcome and better support individuals with a disability, and in doing so make our communities better communities. 

Ric presently coordinates a small community building agency called Inclusion Works Inc. in Townsville, Queensland. Ric has a M.Ed., B.Ed., Grad Dip. – Health Education, Grad. Dip. – Recreation Planning, Dip. – Youth Leadership and is presently completing studies in Theology. Ric is a Life Member – Parks and Leisure Australia.  

Ric lives on Magnetic Island with his partner Candy, two dogs and a most unusual cat. Ric is invited regularly to facilitate workshops both state-wide and nationally on how to build better communities through the inclusion of people with a disability. His presentations are known for their relevance, energy and humour.

Neil Barringham regularly spends time with people in his neighbourhood who live with a range of disabilities. He says that some of his best learning has been through welcoming isolated people into his home. Neil has been touched by observing people with disabilities in his locality find some sense of enrichment through the magic of ordinary community life. He takes this learning to his work with “A Place to Belong”, a small agency in inner Brisbane that works to encourage a process of inclusion for people who experience mental health challenges. He also works with the Community Praxis Cooperative. Neil’s work is distinguished by simplicity, spirituality and solidarity.  

Neil – the young one on the team – is not quite fifty. He lives in inner city Brisbane with his wife, two sons, flock of chooks, a couple of noisy possums and – unlike Ric – a typical cat. In this anti-community age Neil believes that we all need to learn more about community linking – for everyone’s benefit.

To register for this workshop please fill in the Registration Form attached and send to CRU.  For more information about this and other workshops, please check out Community Resource Unit Inc. online at: www.cru.org.au
Workshop Details:  

Community Linking

Presented by Ric Thompson and Neil Barringham 

Time: 

Registration from 8.30am / Start 9.00am / Finish 4.00pm

Cost: 
This workshop is free.   (Morning Tea, Lunch, and Afternoon tea are provided)

RSVP: 

Two weeks prior to the Workshop     IMPORTANT:  Numbers are limited.

Venue: 
A confirmation letter with full workshop details will be sent to you.  If your registration has been placed on the waiting list we will contact you to let you know.

For more information contact Jill at CRU on (07) 3321 1642 or Jill@cru.org.au or refer to the CRU web site www.cru.org.au.  

Registration Form 

This workshop is free, however, numbers are limited.  To guarantee your place and for catering and resource purposes please complete the following registration form and send ASAP to:
Community Resource Unit Inc




Email:

Jill@cru.org.au 



Fax: 

(07) 3371 3842



Address:
Suite 5B/19 Lang Parade






AUCHENFLOWER QLD 4066
IMPORTANT REMINDER:
Please retain a copy for your records.

I would like to attend: “Community Linking” (Please tick the session you wish to attend)
( Mackay – 1st May 2007

Venue: Windmill Motel & Reception Ctr.
( Rockhampton – 3rd May 2007

Venue: Rockhampton Conference Centre
( Roma – 5th June 2007

Venue: Roma Explorers Inn
( Toowoomba – 7th June 2007

Venue: Quality Hotel Burke & Wills
( Cairns – 20th June 2007

Venue: Cairns International Hotel
( Townsville – 21st June 2007
Venue: Mercure Inn
Name: 

Role/Interest: 

Organisation: 

Postal Address: 

Suburb/Town: 
State: 
Post Code: 

Phone:  H: 
W: 


Fax: (H/W): 
Mobile: 

Email: 


(  Additional needs eg. attendant, dietary - please specify:







