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SELF DIRECTED FUNDING
“Nearly 150 years ago John Stuart Mill, in ‘On Liberty’, made the simple observation that liberty consists of doing what one desires.’  In a nation founded on the promise of securing the blessing of liberty for all, people with disabilities have found themselves often forced to exchange their personal freedoms for the services and support they need” (, Editorial Impact, journal of The College of Education and Human Development, University of Minnesota, Spring 2004 http://ici.umn.edu/products/impact/171/proflal.html ).
This is still the case in Queensland in 2009.
Over the next few e-newsletters we will be examining a movement which is taking hold in several countries around the world.  The governments of these countries have developed social policy that ‘gives control of funds to the person with the disability or their designated advocate so that they can choose, arrange and purchase the supports they require to meet the goals identified in their individual plan’.(www.bccpd.bc.ca/)   The movement to personalised social care had its roots in the Housebound and Aid and Attendance Programs (Canada) of the 1960’s and the independent living movement of the 1970’s.  These movements were to a large extent, consumer driven.  Added impetus came from the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) to which Australia became a signatory in 2008, (www.un.org/disabilities/  and the build up of overwhelmingly positive documentation of the personal and financial benefits to both individuals and society of personalised programs.  Today, we will give a brief overview of self-directed funding.

Self-Directed Funding, also known as individualized funding, individualized care packages, personalised budgets, individualised support packages, self managed care and direct funding is a choice that has been successfully operating for people with disabilities in Canada, England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, New Zealand, USA, and is government policy in two states of Australia. 
Two excellent synopses of self-directed funding are Robbi Williams’

 2007 paper Individualised Funding, A summary review of its nature and impact, and key elements for success. www.family-advocacy.com/help.php?id=7  www.craconferences.com/resources/3/Individualized_Funding_Backgrounder_Dec07.docand Individualized Funding: Backgrounder by Duncan H Blackman, M.A.  Blackman attempts to give a global perspective on individualized funding.  Although it is really ambitious to compare programs that are, by design, different, Blackman’s 15 pages are full of information and enlightenment.   
Canada’s individualized funding
www.uoguelph.ca/oaar/STRATEGIES6.shtml  will give a list of all the programs in Canada.  One of these, The Planned Lifetime Advocacy Program (PLAN), has an interesting free E-newsletter which you can receive from Planned_Lifetime_Advocacy_Networ@mail.vresp.com. (The April 2009 issue talks of a Registered Disability Savings Plan which Canada has set up to help families provide for the future financial security of loved ones with disabilities.  It is the first country in the world to do this.)
United Kingdom 
John Bolton, Director of Strategic Finance at the Department of Health, United Kingdom, announced to the Guardian newspaper on 2nd July, 2008 that by 1st April 2009, every person who is already receiving social care should know how much is being spent on them, and be able to choose how to spend it.  You can read their policies on www.dh.gov.uk/en/SocialCare/socialcarereform/Personalisation/Directpayments/DH_080273 . 
England is leading the development of self-directed payments in the British Isles. Disabled People and Direct Payments, a UK Comparative Study by Riddell, Priestley, Pearson, Mercer, Barnes, Jolly and Williams outlines is development of Direct Payments in each of the UK countries.
New Zealand

 Individualized Funding was introduced into New Zealand in 2006, and the Individualized Funding Agency, Manawanui inCharge, (http://incharge.org.nz gives an overview of the system in New Zealand and provides links to community organisations which may be of help.

Australia

Although Self-Directed Funding was introduced into Western Australia in 1994, it’s uptake in the rest of Australia has been slow.  In Western Australia, Eddie Bartnik has been instrumental in developing and leading the Western Australian Local Area Coordination Programme which focuses on personalised support, direct consumer funding, consumer and family empowering and decreasing bureaucracy.  www.disability.wa.gov.au(forindividuals)disabilityservices/lac.html 
On 6 April 2009, the South Australian Liberal Party launched policy on individualised funding which stated ‘the Liberal Party believes that people with disabilities and those who support them understand their support needs better than politicians or bureaucrats.  Individuals know their own circumstances best- they know their values, they know the risks they are willing to take, and, in the end, they have the right to make their own choices about their own lives.’  www.dircsa.org.au/news/liberal-party-individualised-funding-policy-launch/ 

The Victorian self-directed support initiatives Plan can be read on www.dhs.vic.gov.au/disability/improving_supports/self-directedsupport  

Bruce Uditsky, Executive Director, Alberta Association for Community Living and author of The Erosion of Individualized Funding raises some concerns about Individualized funding which we will examine in future e-newsletters.  However, he also states ‘Individualized funding remains one of the most powerful and enabling means of a greater degree of family empowerment.  For this to be maintained, parents and people with disabilities need to understand the value of Individualized funding, the history of human services, how the benefits of Individualized Funding can be applied, the limits of Individualized funding and how to protect Individualized funding. 
Beautiful personal stories of the difference individualised funding has made in people’s lives can be found on the DVD Individualized Funding in New Zealand/ Standards Plus (2006).  This is available for loan through the CRU Resource Library.  Personal stories can also be found on www.in_control.org.uk and on the Impact journal site. 
